Viivi
From Finland
Student #: 2017-145-003-0019

AGE/GENDER 16 year old/Female
SCHOOL 10 of 12 ELTiS score not available

ACTIVITIES AND INTERESTS Sailing/Boating, Photography,
Cooking/Baking, Movies

FAMILY 1 brothers
Father is a Chief physician Mother is a General practitioner

CAREER INTEREST

LANGUAGE English - 7 years, Swedish - 3 years, French - 1 years

GRADES Grades - Excellent

ACADEMIC INTERESTS Languages, Mathematics, Psychology,
Social Studies

SPORTS INTERESTS Gym Workout - Main, Skiing-Downhill,
Snowboarding

MUSIC INTEREST Music-Listen

RELIGIOUS ATTENDANCE IN US Own and HF - Occasionally
Independent, energetic and optimistic, Viivi (16) from Finland likes to do sports and to work out at the gym. In the winter she goes
skiing and in the summer sailing. She enjoys things that challenge her. When she comes to the States, she open to trying new things
such as other snow sports, hiking, cheerleading, cooking or surfing. Very important to her is her family (mother, father and older
brother). She describes their lifestyle as active and relaxed. They often prepare meals together, watch movies or spend time in
nature. With them, she has traveled to different countries in Europe as well as visiting the US, Thailand and Panama. With friends,
she watches movies, goes out to eat, has sleepovers, tries new activities, works out or just chills out. Viivi says she enjoys
photography and baking because they give me a chance to be creative and try new things. To her new host family she says thank
you for opening your home to an exchange student and giving the opportunity to take part in your way of life.

Youth For Understanding advances intercultural understanding, mutual respect and social responsibility
through educational exchanges for youth, families and communities

LEARN MORE ABOUT HOSTING AT YFUUSA.ORG/HOSTWITHYFU
MAKE THE WORLD YOUR HOME | YFUUSA.ORG | 1.800.TEENAGE
CONTACT: Donna Williams | dwilliams@yfu.org | 815.274.5253

Anton
From Finland
Student #: 2017-145-003-0011

AGE/GENDER 16 year old/Male
SCHOOL 10 of 12 ELTiS score not available

ACTIVITIES AND INTERESTS Watching Sports - Main, Computer
Games, Movies, Outdoor Act.

FAMILY 2 brothers
Father is a Cab Drive Mother is a Airline employee

CAREER INTEREST Marketing/Sales

LANGUAGE English - 8 years, Swedish - 3 years, German - 1
years

GRADES Grades - Very Good

ACADEMIC INTERESTS History, Mathematics, Geography,
English Lang

RELIGIOUS ATTENDANCE IN US with host family - Occasionally

MUSIC INTEREST Percussion, Music-Listen
SPORTS INTERESTS Basketball, Bicycling, Ice Hockey - Main

Energetic, friendly and competitive describe Anton (16) from Finland. He plays many sports including ice hockey and basketball and
he also enjoys cycling with his friends, plus it's great transportation. At home, Anton likes to do many activities with his friends and
family. He plays sports and video games, travels and watches television, sports, and movies. He also helps around the house by
taking the family's two dogs out for walks. Anton is interested in studying marketing or economics in college and wants to someday
start his own business. He is very excited to travel to the US for a year. He wants to improve his English so that he sounds like a
native speaker and he also wants to learn about the American way of life. Anton is excited to meet his new host family and is
thankful for the opportunity!
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Anna
From Finland
Student #: 2017-145-003-0022

AGE/GENDER 16 year old/Female
SCHOOL 10 of 12 ELTiS score not available

ACTIVITIES AND INTERESTS Sailing/Boating, Photography,
Cooking/Baking, Hike/Backpack

FAMILY 1 sisters
Father is a entrepreneur Mother is a project manager

CAREER INTEREST Science

LANGUAGE English - 7 years, Swedish - 3 years, German - 5
years

GRADES Grades - Excellent

ACADEMIC INTERESTS Science

MUSIC INTEREST
SPORTS INTERESTS Gym Workout - Main, Bicycling, SkiingDownhill, Running/Jogging - Main
RELIGIOUS ATTENDANCE IN US with host family - Occasionally

Going to the gym, cycling and running are favorite activities of Anna (16) from Finland. "I love being in nature and around animals."
Which is no surprise once you learn that she is interested in going into environmental technologies! But she's also considering
geography or history too. If possible, shed like to continue her activities, but she also writes, "I would like to learn a new sport
there, I'm not sure yet which one." From an active family, they keep busy with boating, hiking, downhill skiing, and cycling. Among
Annas hobbies are photographing people and nature, a creative activity that allows her to express herself along with drawing,
painting and baking. Anna enjoys baking every weekend and long conversations with her parents and sister, who will also be on
exchange next year, as well as shopping, swimming, picnicking, or just hanging out with friends. She loves walking her dog almost
every day. Having dreamed of being an exchange student for a long time, Anna shares, "I have visited the US twice before and liked
the culture and the way of living very much. Thank you for opening your home to me."
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Iida
From Finland
Student #: 2017-145-003-0023

AGE/GENDER 16 year old/Female
SCHOOL 10 of 12 ELTiS score not available

ACTIVITIES AND INTERESTS Paint/Draw, Photography,
Cooking/Baking, Arts & Crafts

FAMILY 1 sisters
Father is a Entrepreneur Mother is a Project manager

CAREER INTEREST

LANGUAGE English - 8 years, Swedish - 4 years, German - 6
years

GRADES Grades - Excellent

ACADEMIC INTERESTS Biology, Languages, Mathematics,
English Lang

MUSIC INTEREST Music-Listen
SPORTS INTERESTS Gym Workout - Main, Bicycling, SkiingDownhill, Swimming
RELIGIOUS ATTENDANCE IN US with host family - Occasionally

Horseback riding and working out at the gym are favorite pastimes of Iida, 16, from Finland. If possible, shed like to continue, but
Iida is easy to please. What makes me happy? she writes: Our dog Peppi, who is always in a good mood. My friends and family.
Success at hobbies and at school. Little things like beautiful weather. Exercising and good food. Among Iidas hobbies are
photographing people, events, and landscapes, a creative activity that allows her to keep learning. Crafting, drawing, painting, and
reading are also hobbies she can focus on for hours. Iida enjoys healthy homemade food and long conversations with her parents
and sister who will also be an exchange student, as well as sleep-overs, walks, sports, movies, and cafes with friends. Describing
herself as a nature kid, she loves skiing in winter and swimming and boating at her grandparents summer cottage. Having visited
her dads host family, Iida writes, Im dreaming of having another life in the U.S.another family, friends, and home on the other side
of the world. That would be the coolest thing ever.
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Saija
From Finland
Student #: 2017-145-003-0016

AGE/GENDER 17 year old/Female
SCHOOL 10 of 12 ELTiS score not available

ACTIVITIES AND INTERESTS Photography, Cooking/Baking,
Movies, Outdoor Act.

FAMILY 1 brothers
Father is a manager Mother is a transport coordinator

CAREER INTEREST Business

LANGUAGE English - 8 years, Swedish - 4 years

GRADES Grades - Good

ACADEMIC INTERESTS English Lang

SPORTS INTERESTS Bicycling, Swimming, Running/Jogging Main

MUSIC INTEREST Music-Listen - Main

RELIGIOUS ATTENDANCE IN US with host family - As often as
HF
Quite social and open minded when it comes to new things describes 17 year old Saija from Finland. Being kind to people is
important to her, especially new people because she feels like that is key to meeting people and getting to know them. She is very
conscientious especially with her school work and different projects. Saija's favorite hobbies include listening to music, hanging out
with friends and family, dancing and singing. Spending time with her friends, they go to the movies together or to the gym or do
some other activities like biking, dancing or playing soccer. She also enjoys spending quality time with her family to catch up with
one another, watching movies together or just chilling out. She is really excited to experience Halloween and Thanksgiving because
they are two holidays they do not celebrate in Finland. She is excited about the costumes and happiness that comes with these
celebrations. She knows this upcoming exchange year will come with its ups and downs, challenges and happy moments but she
knows the end result will be worth it. The experience of living with an American family and making new friends will help her
accomplish her goals of learning about our culture and school system.
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Otto
From Finland
Student #: 2017-145-003-0025

AGE/GENDER 16 year old/Male
SCHOOL 10 of 12 ELTiS score : 226

ACTIVITIES AND INTERESTS Computer Games, Movies,
Skateboarding - Main, Outdoor Act.

FAMILY 2 brothers
Father is a Engineer Mother is a Doctor

CAREER INTEREST

LANGUAGE Spanish - 1 years, Swedish - 4 years, English - 8
years

GRADES Grades - Excellent

ACADEMIC INTERESTS History, Mathematics, English Lang

MUSIC INTEREST Music-Listen
SPORTS INTERESTS Gym Workout - Main, Soccer, Ice Hockey,
Sports, General
RELIGIOUS ATTENDANCE IN US Will Not Attend

Skateboarding is the passion of 16 year old Otto from Finland. More than just fun for him, he likes to go to competitions and video
skateboarding as well. Being fit is important to Otto. He lifts weights and exercises often. Most of his hobbies revolve around
sports. He likes ice hockey and soccer as well. He is a fan of him hometown pro ice hockey team as well as the Chicago Blackhawks.
When not on the go, Otto will watch movies and play computer games. Because he is social, you will most often find him with his
friends. Ottos grades are excellent and he takes them seriously. He especially likes history, math and English. Otto is closest to his
older brother. They split their time between their parents' homes where their life is similar at both households. He sometimes helps
his father with projects but also other chores like cleaning, yard work and washing the car. Otto appreciates your willingness to
host an exchange student and writes, "I'm looking forward to my exchange year, hope it will be a great one. I hope I will be the best
choice for you."
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Mathilda
From Finland
Student #: 2017-145-003-0004

AGE/GENDER 16 year old/Female
SCHOOL 10 of 12 ELTiS score : 230

ACTIVITIES AND INTERESTS Watching Sports, Sailing/Boating,
Cooking/Baking, Movies

FAMILY 2 sisters
Father is a Salesman Mother is a Flight attendant

CAREER INTEREST Medicine

LANGUAGE English - 5 years, Swedish - 16 years

GRADES Grades - Good

ACADEMIC INTERESTS Art, Biology

SPORTS INTERESTS Ice Skating - Main, Skiing-Downhill

MUSIC INTEREST Music-Listen

RELIGIOUS ATTENDANCE IN US with host family - Occasionally
Needing a host family with no indoor pets, Mathilda (16 from Finland) aspires to become a doctor. She is the middle child of three
girls and her family is the most important thing in her life. They enjoy many outdoor activities together - skiing, frisbee golf,
swimming, sailing, walking in the forest while picking blueberries, and playing board games or watching movies when inside.
Mathilda loves to skate and trains for a synchronized skating team. She thrives when around people and likes to make new friends.
She is happy, social, friendly and tries to have a positive outlook at all times. She likes many sports and enjoys listening to music.
Hearing of the exchange experiences of friends and family has encouraged Mathilda to proceed with her own exchange year. She
hopes to improve her English skills while learning the American culture. Mathilda is grateful and pleased for the opportunity to
become a member of your family. She thanks you for making her dream come true - to live in America for a year.
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Emmi
From Finland
Student #: 2017-145-003-0026

AGE/GENDER 16 year old/Female
SCHOOL 10 of 12 ELTiS score not available

ACTIVITIES AND INTERESTS Cooking/Baking, Family/Friends,
Animals, Likes

FAMILY 2 sisters & 1 brothers
Father is a Director, Research and Developement and IT Mother
is a Music Teacher, Elementary and High school

CAREER INTEREST Business

LANGUAGE English - 7 years, French - 5 years, Spanish - 1 years,
Swedish - 3 years

SPORTS INTERESTS Cheerleading - Main, Gym Workout,
Bicycling, Soccer

ACADEMIC INTERESTS Economics, Geography, Philosophy,
P.E./Sports

RELIGIOUS ATTENDANCE IN US with host family - Occasionally

MUSIC INTEREST
GRADES Grades - Good

Emmi is a social, sporty Finnish girl who will celebrate her 17th birthday shortly after arriving in the US. She enjoys spending time
with her busy, active family (Mom, Dad, two sisters and a brother). Although schedules are hectic, they eat healthy dinners together
and spend weekends playing sports or just relaxing with one another. Emmi has done track and field and gymnastics for several
years and now also coaches younger athletes. The great coaches she had when she was younger inspired her to want to give the
same kind of training and encouragement to others. She enjoys a variety of sports and is looking forward to learning new American
sports, like baseball and inline skating. Described by her teachers as a serious and motivated student, Emmi likes school and hopes
to pursue a career in economics. Her ability to get along with all kinds of people and her proclivity to always see the bright side of
any situation will make her a delight as a new family member. She thanks her host family for opening their home to her so that she
can live out her dream of being an exchange student. She is "looking forward to meeting and getting to know you!"
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Sara
From Finland
Student #: 2017-145-003-0024

AGE/GENDER 17 year old/Female
SCHOOL 10 of 12 ELTiS score : 217

ACTIVITIES AND INTERESTS Watching Sports, Photography,
Cooking/Baking, Hike/Backpack

FAMILY 1 sisters
Father is a Managing Editor Mother is a Managing Director

CAREER INTEREST Medicine

LANGUAGE Swedish - 4 years, English

GRADES Grades - Excellent

ACADEMIC INTERESTS Biology, Chemistry

SPORTS INTERESTS Gym Workout

MUSIC INTEREST Music-Listen

RELIGIOUS ATTENDANCE IN US with host family - Occasionally
Sara, age 17 from Finland, is a positive, happy, easy-going and social young lady. Her favorite hobbies include hiking, working out
and cooking/baking. She especially enjoys making good food with her mother and sister, shopping and traveling to meet new
people and learn about new cultures or just hanging out. Sara appreciates traveling with her father and his assistance in math and
physics due to a desire to pursue a medical degree. With friends, she enjoys watching videos or television, shopping and making
food. Sara is a leader at school, good at solving problems, and supportive of others, especially those who are treated unfairly.
Favorite subjects include biology, chemistry and health information. Looking forward to becoming a part of your family, Sara is
anxious to begin her adventure and try out new activities. Will you be the one to open your home to her?
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Reko
From Finland
Student #: 2017-145-003-0012

AGE/GENDER 16 year old/Male
SCHOOL 10 of 12 ELTiS score not available

ACTIVITIES AND INTERESTS Computer Games,
Cooking/Baking, Movies, Billiards/Pool

FAMILY 1 brothers
Father is a ceo Mother is a social worker

CAREER INTEREST

LANGUAGE Swedish - 4 years, English - 8 years

GRADES Grades - Good

ACADEMIC INTERESTS Mathematics, P.E./Sports

SPORTS INTERESTS Gym Workout - Main, Soccer, SkiingDownhill

MUSIC INTEREST Music-Listen

RELIGIOUS ATTENDANCE IN US with host family - Occasionally
Sixteen year old Rekos main interests outside of school are recreational sports of all kinds but he also loves music and reading. He
makes friends easily and enjoys spending time with his family and friends whenever his schedule permits. His teachers describe him
as a "highly motivated and positive student." He looks forward to all aspects of American culture including American high school.
He loves watching and participating in sports and he hopes to do so during his exchange year. "I would like to try almost everything
that exchange year will have to offer me." He chose America for his exchange year because he is fascinated with American culture
and wants the American experience. He is adventurous and will have many interesting stories to tell about life in Finland and places
he has visited with his family. Just like many teenagers, Reko likes to go to the movies and play video games with friends. The family
who chooses Reko will find him to be a wonderful addition to their family. Welcome this wonderful young man into your home and
your family and let the adventure begin.
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